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What is albinism?

Albinism is an inherited condition where a person is unable to produce
colouring of the skin, hair and eyes (lack of pigments). The condition
can be limited to the eye or involve the eye and the skin.

albinism is an Iinherited, genetic disorder. Parents of a baby with
albinism should never feel guilty about this, it is not their fault. It is a
condition caused by the specific albinism genes that a baby has
inherited from his/her mother and father at the time of conception.
Albinism is stable and won't get worse, but the effects are manageable.
It doesn't affect intelligence.

9 Albinism myths Managing secondary effects

B U S T E D Skin sensitivity
Because of the lack of pigments, the eyes and skin of people with

albinism are very sensitive to light. Due to this sensitivity people with
albinism may develop sores on their skin that could develop into skin

> @ Caused by inbreeding or incest cancer.

< Genetic condition where body unable to produce To protect the eyes and skin from the harmful effects of the sunitis

Dby Dbl R L recommended that people with albinism -
s a curse from gods or ancestors e Keep out of the sun especially between 11h0O0 to 13h00
Genetic condition where body unable to produce melanin o Use sSun barrler cream Wlth at IeaSt SPF 25 (Sun prOteCtIOh faCtOr)
(colour in hair, skin & eyes). Can be carried over from
parent to child on sun exposed areas.

e Use lip protection cream of at least SPF 25
Body parts make charms Use | ori dh
that can make you rich ¢ Uselarge brimme atg. ) )
Not true. This is a myth spread by witch-doctors to ¢ Long Sleeved COtton Sh|rtS and b|OUSeS W|th h|gh CO”GI’S

enrich themselves

e Wear long pants whenever possible, to protect the legs

Drinking blood of people with
albinism gives magical powers Visual impairment

Ejzjslr‘;_l'qlltrlldlll[il:ll,;r:lJTH normal human beings and don't P Wear SUﬂg'GSSGS When OUtdOOI’S, even on Overcast days.
e Use large brimmed hats.
0,0 @ People with albinism are sterile e Regular checkups with an optometrist

@ Not true. People with albinism are fertile and can have
children like other people do.
] Sighs & Symptom
People with albinism are not intellligent . Igns y O s

Not true. People with albinism can perform

academically well.

Eyes Skin
Can only see at night e Light brown to pale blue e Very pale in colour
w People with albinism have eyesight problems due to lack In COIOur ¢ FreCkllng or plgmented patCheS
of ‘'melanin’ pigmentation in the retina. They can see 11\ /1 1 _
dl_lr‘i:g the r_'i.;;'}fj-;:ﬂ;nigh;. bjutwthe'}-' n::‘, e:ther :ﬁje short ¢ Sens!tIVIty to the sun mlght develop on sun exposed
or long sighted and may need sight aids. P Fast |nvoluntary baCk & areas
: : ® e forth movement of the eyes, e Very sensitive to the sun (burns
Mother slept with a white man o .
e Squinting easily).
Children born with albinism may look "white' due to g g R fe=f
at';:sent ;r rer_'; HJ pigr‘r:en;a:;on but are 1not products of ¢ V|Sua| Impalrment & |OW vision
cross race sexual relationships.
Hair
Don't die, they smply vanish e Hair color ranges from white, yellow, light brown to reddish.

e Eye lashes and brows whitish.

All people with albinism die like other normally
pigmented people. There's no such thing as vanishing.
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